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wignSi Tavmoyrilia avtoris Sromebi, miZRvnili saqarTvelos samxedro isto-
riis problemebisadmi. es publikaciebi sxvadasxva gamocemebSia dabeWdili, daw-
yebuli 1980-iani wlebidan, magram radganac maTi nawili dRes bibliografiuli 
iSviaTobaa, xolo Tema, romlebsac isini exebian, aqtualuri, mizanSewonilad 
CavTvaleT maTi calke krebulad gamocema. amasTan zogierTi statia mcired ko-
reqtirebuli da Sevsebuli iqna. amitom winamdebare gamocemis teqstebi calkeul 
SemTxvevebSi zedmiwevniT ar emTxveva pirveli publikaciebis teqstebs.

krebulSi Setanil statiebSi warmodgenilia samxedro istoriis TiTqmis yvela 
aspeqti – SeiaraRebuli Zalebis xasiaTi da maTi organizacia, omebisa da samxe-
dro xelovnebis istoria, samxedro-Teoriuli azris ganviTareba, samxedro eTi-
ka, samxedro-istoriuli wyaroTmcodneoba da sxv. aqvea originaluri rukebi da 
sqemebi. statiebi dawyobilia qronologiurad: winafeodaluri da feodaluri 
epoqebis amsaxveli masala, 1918-1921 ww. saqarTvelos demokratiuli respubli-
kis SeiaraRebuli Zalebis daxasiaTeba. krebuli mTavrdeba saqarTvelos omebis 
qronologiuri nusxiT. 

wigni gankuTvnilia ilias saxelmwifo universitetis studentebisaTvis. igi ga-
moadgeba agreTve sxva umaRlesi saswavleblebis studentebs, istorikosebs, is-
toriis maswavleblebs, samxedro mosamsaxureebs da, saerTod, saqarTvelos 
warsuliT dainteresebul farTo mkiTxvel sazogadoebas.

The book is a collection of the author’s works dedicated to the questions of the military his-
tory of Georgia. The works have previously appeared in various publications from the 1980s. 
However, as some of them presently are bibliographic rarities, while the questions they deal 
with are quite relevant, I found it appropriate to publish them again as a collection. At the same 
time some articles are a little corrected and supplemented. Therefore in some cases the texts 
of this edition do not fully coincide with the texts of the former publications.

The articles cover almost all aspects of military history – the nature of armed forces, and their 
organization, military ethics, history of wars and art of warfare, development of military theory, 
military source study, etc. The collection also includes original maps and schemes. The ar-
ticles are arranged chronologically, starting with the pre-feudal and feudal periods, including 
description of the armed forces of the 1918-1921 Democratic Republic of Georgia and ending 
with a chronological list of Georgian wars.

The book is intended for Ilia State University students. It will be likewise helpful for students 
of other higher education centers as well as for historians, teachers, and military and for the 
public interested in Georgian history.
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samxedro saqmis ganviTareba 
Zvel saqarTveloSi. 
qarTlis (iberiis) samefos 
SeiaraRebuli organizacia1 

saqarTvelos teritoriaze aSkara samxedro 
daniSnulebis nivTebi – brinjaos foTlise-
bri da xiStismagvari Subispirebi, viwrotani-
ani yuamiliani culebi, satevrebi da sxv. jer 
kidev Zv. w. III aTaswleulis arqeologiur ma-
salebSia gamovlenili, rac imis mimaniSnebe-
lia, rom im dros ukve adgili hqonda tomTa 
Soris sporadul Setakebebs. Semdgom, Zv. w. 
II aTaswleulis Sua xanebSi, rodesac dRevan-
deli saqarTvelos teritoriaze yalibdeba 
tomTa kavSirebi, xolo mosaxleobaSi Tavs 
iCens qonebrivi da socialuri diferencia-
cia, omebis intensiuroba gaizarda. gaxSireb-
uli omebis Sedegi iyo samxedro saqmis swrafi 
ganviTareba. omi da samxedro organizacia sa-
zogadoebrivi cxovrebis regularuli fun-
qciebi xdebian. es gansakuTrebiT SeimCneva Zv. 
w. II aTaswleulis meore naxevrisa da I aTas-
wleulis pirveli naxevris ZeglebSi, sadac 
vxvdebiT imdroindel wina aziaSi gavrceleb-
uli piradi sabrZolo iaraRis TiTqmis yvela 
ZiriTad tips. aq warmodgenilia rogorc Set-
eviTi saWurveli – nair-nairi maxvilebi da 
satevrebi, Subisa da isris pirebi, sabrZolo 
culebi da Cuglugebi, qvisa da brinjaos gur-
zebi da sxv., aseve damcavi aRWurvilobis el-
ementebi – brinjaos sabrZolo sartyelebi, 
faris garsakravebi. damcavi abjris ZiriTadi 
nawili mzaddeboda tyavis, xisa da selisagan 
da, amitom, Cvenamde ver moaRwia.
mudmivi omebi dasaxlebaTa xasiaTzec aisaxa. 

1.  pirvelad daibeWda rogorc erTi Tavi avtoris 
naSromSi: “samxedro istoria”. leqciebis kursi. 
gamomcemloba soma pres. Tb., 2002. gv. 25-31.

 

Development of 
Warfare in Old 
Georgia: Armed 
Organization of the 
Kingdom of Kartli 
(Iberia)

Weapons were 
discovered on the 
Georgian territory as 
early as among the 
archeological finds 
dating to the 3rd mil-
lennium BC. Later in 
the 2nd millennium, 
when tribal unions 
established in the 
area and social and 
propitiatory inequal-
ity developed in the 
society, the intensity 
of wars grew. The 
process is especially 
well reflected in the 
finds dating to the 
second half of the 
2nd millennium and 
the first half of the 
first millennium BC, 
which include almost 
all basic types of 
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personal weapons 
popular in Central 
Asia of those times.
In that period 
Georgian tribes had 
close relations with 
the cultured peoples 
of the Ancient East. 
This, naturally, did 
not exclude military 
clashes. Assyrian and 
Urartian kings used 
to carry out violent 
raids to the Tran-
scaucasia. Nomadic 
mounted archers 
from the north, 
Cimmerians and 
Scythians, passed as 
a hurricane over the 
Transcaucasia from 
the north in the 8th-
7th centuries BC.
The Georgian tribes 
fought against the 
Persians and Greeks 
from the second half 
of the 6th century 
BC and against the 
Macedonians in the 
4th century BC. So, 

isini Sendebodnen borcvebsa da sxva amaR-
lebul adgilebze, gars ertyaT didi lode-
bisagan nagebi kedlebi, meseri, Txrilebi. 
gamagrebuli dasaxlebis teritoriaze zog-
jer iqmneboda kidev Sidacixe (citadeli). 
yo velive es miuTiTebs safortifikacio xe-
lovnebis warmoSobaze, rac, rogorc aRvniS-
neT, gamowveuli iyo permanentul omebSi Tav-
dacvis aucileblobiT.

qarTvelur tomebs mWidro urTierTobebi 
hqo ndaT Zveli aRmosavleTis kulturul 
xalxebTan, rac, cxadia, ar gamoricxavda maT 
Soris samxedro Setakebebs. kerZod, asure-
Tis da urartus mefeebi sastik eqspansias ax-
orcielebdnen samxreT amierkavkasiaSi da me-
zobel regionebSi. adgilobrivi mosaxleoba, 
romlis laSqari etlosnebisa da qveiTi to-
mobrivi miliciisagan Sedgeboda (cxenosan-
Ta mcirericxovani jgufebi, albaT, ZiriTa-
dad, dazvervisaTvis gamoiyeneboda), medgar 
winaaRmdegobas uwevda momxdurebs. imaze, 
Tu ra mniSvnelovani samxedro potenciali 
gaaCndaT amierkavkasiis tomTa kavSirebs, 
miuTiTebs maT winaaRmdeg gamoyvanili jar-
ebis raodenoba. magaliTad, Zv. w. IX s-is uka-
nasknel meoTxedSi, erT-erTi laSqrobis 
dros Woroxis xeobaSi Tu mtkvris saTavee-
bisaken, sadac im xanad, ZiriTadad, qarTve-
luri mosaxleoba ivaraudeba, urartus armia 
iTvlida 66 sabrZolo etls, 1460 mxedarsa da 
15 760 qveiT meomars. im droisaTvis es Zalian 
didi Zala iyo.

amrigad, SeiZleba vilaparakoT Zv. w. II aTas-
wleulis bolos da I aTaswleulis dasawyisSi 
qarTvelur tomTa Soris samxedro xelovne-
bis Casaxvaze, rac gulisxmobs im periodis 
sawarmoo Zalebisa da sazogadoebrivi urT-
ierTobebis ganviTarebis donisaTvis Sesabam-
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isi omisa da brZolis formebis gaCenas. amave 
dros savaraudoa, rom samxedro xelovnebis 
elementebi jer kidev primitiuli xasiaTi-
sa iyo, ar arsebobda maTi Camoyalibebuli, 
mdgradi formebi.

Zv. w. VIII-VII ss-Si amierkavkasias grigaliv-
iT gadauares evraziis velebidan SemoW-
rilma momTabare tomebma – kimirielebma 
da skviTebma. samxedro saqmis ganviTarebis 
TvalsazrisiT, aman Cvens winaprebs msubuqad 
SeiaraRebul cxenosan moisarTa taqtika da 
saWurveli gaacno. rogorc Cans, swored mom-
TabareTa gavleniT kavkasiaSi farTod vr-
celdeba mokle orlesuli maxvili – akinaki, 
masriani isris pirebi da iaraRis zogi sxva 
saxeoba. kimirielebTan da skviTebTan Sejaxe-
bebSi miRebuli gamocdileba daemata im cod-
nas, rac qarTvelur tomebs dagrovili hqon-
daT Zveli aRmosavleTis mZimed SeiaraRebul 
meomrebTan saukunovani brZolebis Sedegad 
da Camoyalibebis procesSi myof qarTul 
samxedro xelovnebas axali Strixebi SesZina.

Zv. w. VI s-is meore naxevridan qarTveluri 
tomebi brZolis velze xvdebian sparselebsa 
da berZnebs, IV s-Si ki makedonelebs. amrigad, 
Zveli qarTlis, anu iberiis, samefos Camoya-
libebis droisaTvis (Zv. w. IV s-is dasasruli) 
qarTvelebs ukve didi sabrZolo gamocdileba 
hqondaT miRebuli im droindeli msoflios 
saukeTeso jarebTan WidilSi. es gamocdileba 
safuZvlad daedo Zveli qarTlis samefos samx-
edro organizacias da misi SeiaraRebuli Za-
lebis samxedro xelovnebas.

qarTlis (iberiis) saTaveSi idga mefe, romel-
ic amave dros umaRlesi mTavarsardali 
iyo. igi saxelmwifos marTavda warCineb-
ulTa da qurumTa daxmarebiT. mosaxleobis 
didi nawils Seadgendnen Tavisufali meTe-

by the time when 
the Old Georgian or 
Iberian Kingdom was 
formed, i.e. by the 
end of the 4th cen-
tury, the forefathers 
of the Georgians had 
already gained huge 
military experience 
through fights against 
the best armies of 
the world. This very 
experience served as 
a foundation for the 
military organization 
of old Georgian King-
dom and art of the 
warfare of its armed 
forces.
Historical records at-
test that in the period 
of Iberian prosperity, 
at the outset of the 
new era, the fully 
mobilized army of the 
political unit included 
from 60 000 to 80 
000 warriors, one 
fourth of which were 
horsemen.   
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meebi (eri). qalaqebis mosaxleoba ZiriTa-
dad vaWroba-xelosnobas misdevda. iberiaSi 
iyvnen agreTve monebi da sxva araTavisufali 
mwarmoeblebi (damokidebuli glexebi).

iberiis laSqari miliciuri xasiaTisa iyo, Tu 
ar CavTvliT mcirericxovan mudmiv kontin-
gentebs (mefis mcveli razmi, cixe-qalaqTa 
garnizonebi da sxv.). cxenosan jarSi gamo-
diodnen warCinebulebi da maTi Tanmxlebi 
pirebi, qveiToba Tavisufali meTemeebisagan 
Sedgeboda. jarSi ar gahyavdaT monebi da sxva 
araTavisufali pirebi. salaSqro samsaxuri-
sagan gaTavisuflebuli iyo agreTve qalaqe-
bis mosaxleoba.

iberieli meomrebi SeiaraRebulni iyvnen Sub-
ebiT, maxvilebiT, CuglugebiT, SurdulebiTa 
da mSvildisrebiT. warCinebulebs Zvirfasi 
damcavi abjrebi hqondaT, ubralo molaSqree-
bi ki, rogorc Cans, Tavdasacavad atarebdnen 
tyavgadakrul mownul farebs, Cafxutebs da 
nadiris tyavisagan Sekeril xifTanebs.

iberiis samxedro organizaciaSi gar kveul 
rols asrulebdnen Crdilo kavkasiis meo-
mari tomebis razmebi. Tanamedrove CeCnebis, 
inguSebis, daRestnelebis, osebisa da sxva 
xalxebis winaprebi moqiravneobisa da mokav-
Sireobis safuZvelze modiodnen iberiis 
mefeTa samsaxurSi. CrdilokavkasielTa Za-
lebs iberebi, rogorc wesi, didi samxedro 
kampaniis dawyebis win iwvevdnen, omis das-
rulebis Semdeg ki ukan abrunebdnen. amasTan 
arsebobs safuZveli, vivaraudoT, rom Crdil-
oelTa calkeuli razmebi iberiis gamgebelTa 
mudmiv laSqarSic msaxurobdnen, zogjer ki 
mefeebi maT samxedro kolonistebis saxiT am-
kvidrebdnen qarTlis miwa-wyalze.

istoriuli wyaroebi mowmoben, rom iberias, 

Ancient authors cred-
ited Iberian warriors 
with their outstand-
ing martial skills. 
Foreigners appreci-
ated Iberian lancers 
and archers as well 
as the heavy cavalry 
of nobles. Iberian 
infantry, having an 
excellent command 
of open battle as 
well as of guerilla 
warfare tactics, could 
successfully fight a 
cavalry.

The social composi-
tion and structure of 
the Georgian army 
modified along with 
the development of 
economic and social 
relations. The role of 
the infantry made up 
from peasants, once 
the most numerous 
part of the army, 
gradually diminished, 
while the ratio of 
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Tavisi Zlierebis xanaSi (ax. w. dasawyisi), samx-
edro Zalebis sruli mobilizaciis SemTx-
vevaSi SeeZlo gamoeyvana mravalricxovani 
laSqari, daaxloebiT 60-80 aTas meomramde. 
am Zalebis erT meoTxeds, e.i. 15-20 aTas kacs, 
cxenosnebi Seadgendnen.

ekonomikisa da sazogadoebrivi urTierTobe-
bis ganviTarebasTan erTad icvleba qarTuli 
jaris socialuri saxe da struqtura, igi Tan-
daTan feodalur xasiaTs iZens. laSqarSi iz-
rdeba warCinebulTa cxenosani razmebis xve-
driTi wili. meTemeTa qveiTi milicia kidev 
inarCunebs mniSvnelobas, magram mas ukve, 
ZiriTadad, sakuTar teritoriaze warmoebu-
li omebis dros iwveven. ax. w. I aTaswleulis 
Sua xanebSi sazRvargareTul laSqrobebSi, 
rodesac qarTvelebi sxvis teritoriaze mo-
qmedeben, maT laSqarSi cxenosani jari erT-
naxevarjer sWarbobs qveiTobas, TavdacviTi 
kampaniis dros ki cxenosnebi mTeli Zalebis 
mxolod naxevars Seadgenen.

savaraudoa, rom iberiuli laSqris orga-
nizacia Tavdapirvelad aTobiT sisitemaze 
iyo damyarebuli (aTeulebi, aseulebi, aTa-
seulebi). umaRles saorganizacio erTeuls 
saerisTavos laSqari warmoadgenda, romel-
ic didi samxedro-administraciuli olqidan 
– saerisTavodan – gamodioda. mis saTaveSi 
idga olqis gamgebeli – erisTavi. erisTavTa 
Soris ufrosi iyo spaspeti, romlis sagamge-
blo teritoria moicavda Sida qarTls ta-
Siskaridan mcxeTamde.

Zveli avtorebi sagangebod aRniSnaven iberi-
eli meomrebis maRal sabrZolo Tvisebebs. 
ucxoelTa mowonebas imsaxurebdnen iberieli 
Subosnebi da mSvildosnebi, warCinebulTagan 
Semdgari mZime kavaleria. iberiel qveiTebs 
warmatebiT SeeZloT brZola cxenosani jaris 

the noble cavalry 
increased to make 
50-60 percent in the 
mid 1st millennium 
BC. Little by little 
the army acquired a 
feudal nature.

Military engineer-
ing was developed 
in Georgia, which 
is evidenced by the 
surviving remains of 
fortifications.

Flexible military 
organization, remark-
able fighting ef-
ficiency, belligerent 
spirit and the art of 
warfare, along with 
the peculiar geo-
graphical properties 
of the country and the 
advanced fortification 
system, were among 
the strategic factors 
that determined the 
sustainability and 
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winaaRmdeg. aTvisebuli hqondaT rogorc Ria 
brZolis, aseve partizanuli omis taqtika.

iberiaSi ganviTarebuli iyo samxedro-sain-
Jinro saqme. Cvens dromde moaRwies im peri-
odis fortifikaciuli nagebobebis naSTeb-
ma. gansakuTrebiT kargad iyo gamagrebuli 
samefos dedaqalaqi mcxeTa, romelic Tavisi 
citadeliT – armazcixiT, maxlobel cixe-
qalqebTan (sarkine, zadencixe da sxv.) da mtk-
var-aragvis xeobebis Camket kedlebTan erTad, 
romelTa kvali aRmoCenilia zahesTan, sark-
inesTan, RarTiskarTan, wiwamur-bebriscixis 
zolze, mZlavr TavdacviT kvanZs warmoad-
genda. kargad iyo gamagrebuli iberiis danar-
Ceni qalaqebic – ufliscixe, urbnisi, wunda, 
oZrxe, xunani da qveyanaSi Semomavali gzebi. 
am mxriv gansakuTrebuli yuradReba eqceoda 
Terg-aragvisa da mtkvar-rionis strategiul 
magistralebs, romlebsac bevrgan darajobd-
nen da ketavdnen cixesimagreebi da kedlebi.

moqnili samxedro organizacia, jarebis 
maRali brZolisunarianoba, sabrZolo su-
liskveTeba da samxedro xelovneba, qveynis 
geografiuli Taviseburebani da cixesima-
greTa ganviTarebuli sistema – ai, is strate-
giuli faqtorebi, romlebmac ganapirobes 
qarTlis (iberiis) saxelmwifoebriobis Se-
narCuneba da ganviTareba xSiri omebisa da 
ucxoelTa Semosevebis pirobebSi.

development of Kartli 
(Iberia) against the 
background of fre-
quent wars and raids. 

First published in 
2002 as a chapter 
of the author’s book 
“Military History”.


