a0m@gn sbRsdsady

LOJOGUIZITML LOFLIREGM

0LEMEANNOL LOANOILIJN
(1921 BR3RJ)

George Anchabadze

THE PROBLEMS OF

GEORGIAN MILITARY HISTORY
(TILL 1921)

++

+Q+

0220506 LOLINIENBM I6N3IALOGISN
ILIA STATE UNIVERSITY

®daemobo 2010 Thilisi



603630 0033MYMomos 03¢hm™ol 3O ™agdn, dodmgbomo Lodommagmmb bodbypmm obhm-
0oL 3MMIMYIgooLodon. gb 33003030900 Lb3oEoLbgd 3odmEgdgddoo EOdIEOMO, OB-
4909em0 1980-0060 Bengd0Eob, 303M03 MoEaoboi 30m0 6oBomo ML 30BMMEMOROYIO
03300000000, bmmm mgdo, MMIMmYoLog 0Lobo gbgdnod, oghyomymo, d0806396mbogmo
Bogm3gomYm om0 (3039 3MIOPMOE godm39ds. v3obmob dBmgoghmo Lhohoo dzoMIE Jm-
©99hoMmgoymo o 39359090 0gbo. 030hma 60603YdOMY 30dM3930L Hgdbhgdo Bom3gMm
8900bg939030 890030693600 o6 gdmbgggo 306390 310eM030(30900L HYJuHIOL.

309030 Jghobomm Lhoh0godo BomdmEagbomos BodbyE®M™ obhm™Mool momddol yggmeo
0L399dho — 8g0aMOMgoPo dogmgdol boloomo o domo MMEoboBoEno, MA3d0LL o Lodbg-
MM bgmm3abgdol obhm®os, LddbIPOM-MIMEOOYMO dBMOL gobgomomgde, Lodbgpm gmo-
39, LOAbYEOM-oLAHMO oYM BYOOMMIFMEBIMBO O Lb3. 09390 MEOZNbomMYMO MY3Yd0 O
19998900. bAHOHOYOO EOBYMOOMOS JOMBMEMEYGHOE: B0bORIMEOMPOO O BIMEOMYOO
93mJgdol vdbobggmo dobomo, 1918-1921 B6. LodoOHMZIMML EIIMIMOHOPMO MgLdydmo-
300 8900000 gd7mo dogmgdol obobnomgds. 3MIOYMo 3mo3MEod LogoMmagmmb ma3gool
Jembmmmgaoydmo bybboom.

60360 gob3nm3bogmos oemool LobgmadBogm Pbo3gMLOHghoL LHYEIbHIdoLomgol. 0gn go-
3moag00 03Mm9m3g Lbgo PIommglbo LobBogMMIIMGIOL bHNEIBHIOL, CLAHMMOIMLYBL, ob-
Hm®oob doLBo3mMYAIMYdL, LodbgE®mm dMLOALObYMmYYAL ©o, Loghmmp, LodoMmagmml
Bo®bymom ©o0bhgMglgdnm goGOMM 3300b39¢m bddmgoEmgdsl.

The book is a collection of the author’s works dedicated to the questions of the military his-
tory of Georgia. The works have previously appeared in various publications from the 1980s.
However, as some of them presently are bibliographic rarities, while the questions they deal
with are quite relevant, | found it appropriate to publish them again as a collection. At the same
time some articles are a little corrected and supplemented. Therefore in some cases the texts
of this edition do not fully coincide with the texts of the former publications.

The articles cover almost all aspects of military history — the nature of armed forces, and their
organization, military ethics, history of wars and art of warfare, development of military theory,
military source study, etc. The collection also includes original maps and schemes. The ar-
ticles are arranged chronologically, starting with the pre-feudal and feudal periods, including
description of the armed forces of the 1918-1921 Democratic Republic of Georgia and ending
with a chronological list of Georgian wars.

The book is intended for llia State University students. It will be likewise helpful for students
of other higher education centers as well as for historians, teachers, and military and for the
public interested in Georgian history.
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Development of
Warfare in Old
Georgia: Armed
Organization of the
Kingdom of Kartli
(Iberia)

Weapons were
discovered on the
Georgian territory as
early as among the
archeological finds
dating to the 3rd mil-
lennium BC. Later in
the 2nd millennium,
when tribal unions
established in the
area and social and
propitiatory inequal-
ity developed in the
society, the intensity
of wars grew. The
process is especially
well reflected in the
finds dating to the
second half of the
2nd millennium and
the first half of the
first millennium BC,
which include almost
all basic types of



personal weapons
popular in Central
Asia of those times.
In that period
Georgian tribes had
close relations with
the cultured peoples
of the Ancient East.
This, naturally, did
not exclude military
clashes. Assyrian and
Urartian kings used
to carry out violent
raids to the Tran-
scaucasia. Nomadic
mounted archers
from the north,
Cimmerians and
Scythians, passed as
a hurricane over the
Transcaucasia from
the north in the 8th-
7th centuries BC.
The Georgian tribes
fought against the
Persians and Greeks
from the second half
of the 6th century
BC and against the
Macedonians in the
4th century BC. So,
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by the time when

the Old Georgian or
Iberian Kingdom was
formed, i.e. by the
end of the 4th cen-
tury, the forefathers
of the Georgians had
already gained huge
military experience
through fights against
the best armies of
the world. This very
experience served as
a foundation for the
military organization
of old Georgian King-
dom and art of the
warfare of its armed
forces.

Historical records at-
test that in the period
of Iberian prosperity,
at the outset of the
new era, the fully
mobilized army of the
political unit included
from 60 000 to 80
000 warriors, one
fourth of which were
horsemen.



Ancient authors cred-
ited Iberian warriors
with their outstand-
ing martial skills.
Foreigners appreci-
ated Iberian lancers
and archers as well
as the heavy cavalry
of nobles. Iberian
infantry, having an
excellent command
of open battle as
well as of guerilla
warfare tactics, could
successfully fight a
cavalry.

The social composi-
tion and structure of
the Georgian army
modified along with
the development of
economic and social
relations. The role of
the infantry made up
from peasants, once
the most numerous
part of the army,
gradually diminished,
while the ratio of
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the noble cavalry
increased to make
50-60 percent in the
mid 1st millennium
BC. Little by little
the army acquired a
feudal nature.

Military engineer-
ing was developed
in Georgia, which

is evidenced by the
surviving remains of
fortifications.

Flexible military
organization, remark-
able fighting ef-
ficiency, belligerent
spirit and the art of
warfare, along with
the peculiar geo-
graphical properties
of the country and the
advanced fortification
system, were among
the strategic factors
that determined the
sustainability and



development of Kartli
(Iberia) against the
background of fre-
quent wars and raids.

First published in
2002 as a chapter
of the author’s book
“Military History”.
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